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cannot begin to pay attention to a seemingly harmless little insect,
familiar to them since their childhood days.

If we could see in its true light, the house fly as it stalks about
with its hundreds of thousands of adhering bacteria, breeders of
the most contagious, the most loathsome diseases, the fight would
be half won. But the limited imagination of the mind untrained
to scientific observation fails to realize the fearful danger result-
ing from these bacteria which are carried about unseen on this
seemingly insignificant and familiar insect, which is accepted
as a matter of course.

Fortunately, several physiological traits, inherent to the habits
and development of the fly, come to our aid in our war of extermi-
nation.

Flies breed in accumulated garbage, waste, manure, etc., which
is in a state of fermentation or putrefaction. Hence, such
breeding places are not difficult to locate.

It is known also that by sprinkling with chloride of lime, fer-
mentation or putrefaction, is arrested; furthermore, this can
be accomplished without the necessity of immediately removing
the decaying matter.

Moreover, the range of flight of flies has of late been studied
by the English investigators, Copeman, Hewlett, and Merriman,
f              under an appropriation by the Local Government Board for

|              England and Wales;306 it was found that flies mostly move

I              within a limited circle of about three quarters of a mile radius

I              from breeding places; although they are attracted to refuse de-

\              posits even across rivers and hills.

The time intervening between the laying of eggs and the emerg-

,               ing of the adult fly from the pupa is 8 to 10 days; within this

period, removal and thorough sprinkling with chloride of lime

:               should prevent the adult fly from making its appearance.

-}                  For a better understanding of the problem how to carry on the

I               war against the house fly, let us consider town and country

separately.    In the country, the individual has control over his

own ground and needs nobody's consent, for making a start in

;              good sanitation; he can do on his own initiative what sooner or

;              later is bound to be insisted upon by the health authorities as an

essential sanitary ordinance.

i